
Attorney General Merrick Garland
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530-0001

October 28, 2022

Dear Attorney General Garland:

I am writing on behalf of Activate 48, a 501(c)(4) non-profit organization based in Arizona. Our coalition
includes four of the leading statewide political advocacy organizations representing Latinos and
communities of color — LUCHA; Chispa Arizona; Our Voice, Our Vote Arizona; and Mi Familia Vota.
Our organizations have a long history of working to advance the tenets of our democracy, including free
and fair elections. Through the course of our statewide outreach, we have heard increasing concerns
regarding reports of voter intimidation happening in our state.

As the Department of Justice has written, “Voter intimidation warrants prompt and effective redress by the
criminal justice system,” and multiple federal laws prohibit efforts to threaten, intimidate, or coerce
voters, including 52 U.S.C. § 20511(1); 18 U.S.C. §§ 241, 242,
245(b)(1)(A), 594, and 610.1

Instances of apparent voter intimidation continue to plague elections in Arizona2, with tactics being
carried out by organized groups3 fueled by conspiracy theories about election fraud. Law enforcement
experts are also concerned that the increased hostility towards and mistrust in our elections may fuel
violence at polling stations.4 As you know, Arizona Secretary of State Katie Hobbs has already referred at
least half a dozen reports of voter intimidation to your office over the last two weeks.5 And with the
General Election still days away, our communities are concerned for their safety.

Given this uptick in voter intimidation ahead of the election, coupled with fears of additional illegal
activity and concerns of violence, we are asking your office to immediately investigate these matters and
reassure voters across the country that the Justice Department is committed to the safety and security of
voters and our elections. Arizonans have a constitutional right to safe and secure elections, free from
intimidation and interference. We appreciate your recent statement that the Department of Justice “will
not permit voters to be intimidated.”6 Now we are asking your office to work with relevant authorities to
promptly  investigate and respond to these apparently illegal activities.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at laura@activate48.org. Thank you for
your time and consideration and we look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

/s/ Laura Dent
Executive Director, Activate 48
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5 Id.

4 See Attorney General Merrick Garland vows Justice Department ‘will not permit voters to be intimidated’
ahead of midterms, Paul LeBlanc and Sean Lyngaas, CNN, October 24, 2022

3 Id.

2 See How 'Stop the Steal' Became 'Watch the Polls', Vera Bergengruen, TIME, October 24, 2022

1 See Federal Prosecution of Election Offenses, Eighth Edition, U.S. Department of Justice, December 2017
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